Religious Sentiment & Religious Fanaticism

We all practice with your greatest effort in this monastery, because you are a Buddhist,
someone with religious faith. But have you ever thought of this, what's the difference between
someone with religious faith and someone without religious faith? Does someone with religious
faith have to have some kind of label, to show that he's different from those who have no
religious faith? We should be aware the difference does exist. However, it may not be reflected
from the appearance, it can be observed from three places.

For someone with religious faith, the most important aspect is that he/she possesses a
higher degree of religious perseverance and religious sentiment. For someone without religious
faith, the first difference is of course that he/she has no religious faith. Secondly, he/she has no
religious perseverance nor religious sentiment. Those without religious perseverance are worse
than those without religious faith. Their life is lost with no sense of direction. Therefore, those
who practice religious faith in some form, but in fact has no religious perseverance, are more
miserable than those who practice no religious faith in any form, but in fact possesses religious
perseverance. So between religious perseverance and religious faith, we'd like to think people
with religious perseverance are considered the ones truly possessing religious faith. Therefore,
it matters more to have Buddhism perseverance than Buddhism faith. Similarly, having religious
sentiment would avoid religious fanaticism; a person without religious sentiment, is likely to be
swayed by others and turn into religious fanatic. It's like among our society, someone with
patriotic sentiment, is unlikely to become the Nationalism type of fanatics.

I've told you this story before: | have an old friend who's almost eighty now. During the
Second World War, he's a Japanese officer. Japan had a type of fighter aircraft called Type
"Zero". Basically the pilot will have to go look for an US Army target, once found, he will charge
into the target with the plane. At the time, young Japanese in their 20's loved this job, everyone
was enjoying it. One day, the alarm is ringing, officers from his troop all rushed to their plane, at
the time there were 20 planes flying out together, but one of them couldn't launch. The pilot of
that plane watched everyone flying away, he become very upset and jumped out, complaining
that he could not have the opportunity to serve his country. Obviously, none of the 19 planes
made it back, all 19 pilots are gone as well. It was about 20 years ago, that | run into this old
friend again, so | asked him: "If now they ask you to go, would you go?" He said: "Are you
crazy?! That's a bunch of psycho and nuts." Likewise with religious fanaticism, in the moment
you would be crazy about it, just like those patriotism fanatics, but when you think about it
afterwards, it was totally insane. For someone with religious sentiment, it won't become
religious fanaticism. Every time when there is a religious incident, there is always some sort of
fanaticism involved. So if someone is religious fanatic, then he/she has no religious faith, all
he/she does is just act in blind.

Therefore, religious sentiment and religious fanaticism, is a standard for determining if
someone truly has religious faith. Religious perseverance is also part of the standard. Religious
perseverance and religious sentiment, is the benchmark for a healthy and sound personality,
which is a common attribute. The right way of religious sentiment and religious perseverance, is



to lead those ones with religious faith (those who possesses religious attributes), to steadily
pursue religious truth. Those with only religious fanatic or with only religious faith, will merely
stay on the level of religious culture and rituals. They will never think: "Why am | doing this? Is
this right? Would this lead me to the religious ideology, to the ultimate goal?" They will never
think about this, they will just follow the routine, and then call it a day, that's the standard sign
of an ordinary Joe.

This is not the way it should be for someone who's pursuing religious truth. We can see
from here: Religious perseverance, religious sentiment, and the pursuing of religious truth, are
the basis for someone with religious attributes. If one only has religious faith and religious
fanaticism on the surface, then it's inevitable to end up with only religious rituals and religious
culture. Similarly, from here, we can see the main difference between someone with religious
faith and someone without. Between Buddhism and other religions, the end goal being pursued
are quite different. Those who are pursuing the Human/God Vehicle versus those who are
pursuing the One Buddha Vehicle, it's significantly different, even the Human/God Vehicle and
Small Vehicle consists of obvious differences. Let's carefully examine each one, from this point
and upward, what's the difference between Small Vehicle and Medium Vehicle? What's the
difference between Medium Vehicle and Great Vehicle? What's the difference between Great
Vehicle and One Buddha Vehicle? What's the difference between Renunciation Path and Bodhi
Path? What's the difference between Bodhi Path and Bodhisattva Path?

We can see from here, it gets more and more profound and subtle. In addition, you may
continue to spin it, other than the differences among Buddhism tiers, what's the difference
between Tiantai School (Heavenly Tower / Lotus School) and Huayen School? What about
Sanlun School (Three Treatise) and Huayen School? What's the difference between Emptiness
School and Dharma-Nature School? All of them may be derived through comparison. Other than
the above, we may also apply this in daily life, such as a successful person and an unsuccessful
person, what's their difference? You'll be able to see it right away, whether someone will be
successful at spiritual cultivation or not. Between a successful spiritual cultivator and an
unsuccessful one, what's the difference in conditions and qualities they possess? We can see it
very clearly. If it's not clear to you, it's because you've never kept your feet on the ground to
begin with, it's all about your personal desires and expectations. I've said this many times in the
past, what's the true spirit of a spiritual cultivator? He/she is purifying and training, to eliminate
the negative qualities in our life, and keep absorbing the positive qualities that we ought to
possess in our life. This type of purification and cleansing, is the true spirit of a spiritual
cultivator.

Today, it should be the same throughout life and work, not just spiritual cultivation. Do we
possess this type of quality? Can you succeed? This should be very clear. "Success or Failure"
does not matter to an ordinary Joe. For an ordinary person, all he/she cares about at the
moment is, would | get blamed for it? For some people that's the only thing matters in life, it's
all good as long as | don't get blamed for it. But for someone to be successful, it requires
accumulation and acquirement of qualities that make up success. If someone would like to be
praised by others, he/she would keep accumulating the qualities that's worth praising for. If
someone keeps accumulating the qualities of screw-up and qualities of failure, then all this
person would have is repeatedly screw-ups and failures as an outcome.



So, would you be able to acquire such alertness/sensibility? It's nothing special, and it's
very ordinary. You may start working your way from here. This is a very important
provision/requisite within the preconditions of spiritual cultivation. How to cultivate ourselves
to attain such alertness/sensibility? It's only with such alertness/sensibility, that you may truly
become successful along the Bodhi Path towards Awakening.
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